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FOREWORD
BY
DR. V, RAGHAVAN. MA., Ph.D..
University of Madras.

, 1 gladly agree to write a few lines of introduction
to this latest work of Sri Sundaresa Sarma, with whom
I am acquainted ever since he published his first Sanskrit
composition, The Tyagarajs Charitam, in 1937. I need
hardly congratulate him on‘his continuing his poetic
activity; for, Expression is 8f the same category as what
hag been well characterised as blind, and its self-esta-
blished (Svatassiddha) life is essentially independent of
extraneous circumstances like the presence or absence of
patronage. The preacher cannot be lecturing to benches,
but the lark may yet be singing in its solitude.

Like Hinduism, the Sanskrit language stands up
as a challenge to time and history ; it is not alive merely
on paper like the classic languages of Europe; the
accents in which, in the dawn of time in this land,
the sage-bards uttered forth their Riks are still to be
heard, and though we may not be living in Patafijali’s
time when a charioteer could floor a grammarian in the
latter’s own lore, there is still amidst us & community of
people which continues to converse and even compose
poetry in this Amara Bhasha, the deathless language.

At Tanjore where once Princes po'u\ted patronage
on poets, Sri Sundaresa Sarma sought business for his
material help and continues to keep aliye his spiritual
yearing for expression in Sanskrit. Sriﬁagma’s devotion
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to Banskrit and its culture has not lelt mim to rest
content with a mere daily outturn of verse, but has
necessarily made him the moving spirit of manifold
cultural activities in his place, such as the Sanskrit
Academy which recently put on boards his Sanskrit play,
the Prema Vijayam, now offered in print in the
following pages.

The story of this play, Prema Vijayam, is the
trinmph of the love of the*<ourt-poet’s son who, like
Bilhana, dares to love the Princess, and eventually wins
her hand as the prize for deeds of valour displayed in
the cause of the King. For a mere reading, the plot,
even as the style, may appear simple, but as one who has
seen the play enacted, Ican say that it gives much
scope for dramatic action and does not fail to be effective.

I have much pleasure in recommending this play
to the attention of the Sahridayas.

A 8,
s ) V. RAGHAVAN.



Sachivothama Bakthi Vilas

Sir. C.P.Ramaswamy Alyar, TRIVANDRUM.
DEWAN OF TRAVANCORE 18th March 1943,
Dear Sir,

I have just finished reading the “ Prema Vija-
yam " published by you. I congratulate you on the
wanner in which you have described the history
of Chandralekha and Hemachandra and on the

poetical fecility displayed by you.

C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar.



Sir. S. Varadachariar, 10, Albuquerque Road,
Judge, Federal Court, NEW DELHL
NEW DELHI Date—April 4, 1948.

Much as I appreciate your kindness in asking me
for an opinion about the works, I feel bound to say that
I am unable to arrogate o myself the role of & critic in
the matter. Iam glad to*own to my interest in the
subject and to some endeavour to study it, but that isa
differens matter. I have however no hesitation in stating
how much I am impressed by the grace and felicity of
your diction and the remarkable simplicity of your style.
Alighting on any page, one finds that any sloka found
there is not merely pleasantly musical but very easy to
understand for one with even an average working
knowledge of Sanskrit and it is noteworthy that you
have been able to preserve this characteristic in all the
variety of your works, whether it is a story or a stotra,
a bhana, ora nataka. I wish these books are widely
read by people as a corrective to the prevalent impres-
sion that it is very difficult to acquire a knowledge of
Sanskrit. But one notes with regret that there seems
to be little hope of a spread of Sanskrit knowledge or
even of inté‘\est in if. )

S. Varadachariar.



Justice N, Chandrasekhara Ayyar, ':‘K';;;\!‘ :;N\

Dear Sir,

“PREMA VIJAYAM”, a play written by
Mr. Sundaresa Sarna, deserves a word of praise.
There is nothing profound or very attractive about
the theine of the plot, but the language employed
by the author is simple, elegant and chaste. Several
rasas find suitable expression in the poems found

iu the book.

31&{391{\11; reh } N. Chandrasekhara Aiyar.



A.S. P. Ayyar, M.A, 108, F.RS.L
BAR-AT-LAW,
Districet & Sessions Judge.

“ Mr. Sundaress Sarma has written an inte-
resting play in Sanskrikin this twentieth century,
confounding all the wiseacres, who have proclaimed
that Sanskrit is a dead language. It is not in vain
that the high-caste Hindu all over India still
recites his mantras at ceremonies in Sanskrit, a
sure proof, if proof were needed, that it wasa
spoken language in times of yore. In this play, the

verses are graceful, and the prose flowing.”

Camp: Vellore, ,
Date: 91-3-43,f A. 5. P. Ayyar.



Dewan Bahadur

K. S. Ramaswami Sastrigal,
Digtrict & Bessions Judge, {Retired).

. I have perused with great pleasure and profit Mr.
T.’S. Sundaresa Sarma’s new Sanskrit drama entitled
‘PREMA VIJAYAM’. What a charming title! Premsa
is the last word in human happiness and forms along
with Rasa and Ananda a trio of ultimate and untraslate-
able words, The aufhor hs taken for the plot of his
play a new and original creation of his own dealing with
the oldest and most lackeyed of all themes viz. human
Love. The greatness of a dramatist consists in making
ever-new at ever-old theme, and here Mr. Sarma has
achieved new victories and won new laurels. As an elder
scholar and critic and poet and playwright; I know the
difficulties of the task and also the joys of surmounting
them.

“There is a pleasnre in poetic pains
That only poets know".

Every new work of Mr. Sarma shows an increasing
mastery over the complicated technique of Sanskrit poesy
and drama and a clearer and more confident compre-
hension of the supremely beautiful and spiritual ideals of
Sanskrit literature. It is my view that new plays and
poems must continue to be produced in Sanskrit both to
show that it is not a dead langusge but is a living
language destined to live for ever and also to saturate
our souls with its highest ideals because no amount of
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study can bring about such a vesult as well as creative
endeavour.

Mr. Sarma has handled the theme with a distinctive
and original grace of his own. He has avoided the two
defects of becoming an echo of the masters of the past
and of trying to compete with and surpass them. ofHe
has in short tried to be himself and to express himself—
a rare thing indeed though one might regard such an
achievement as being easy of accomplishment.

.

T desire to point ouf the many excellences of the
play but must not allow an opinion to become a book.
I must however refer to three aspects only. Mr Sarma's
falicity in describing Nature, his fine handling of the
passion of Liove, and his subtle suggestiveness in express-
ing the gamut of poetic emotion (Rasa-Dhvoni).

Here are a few examples:

AT graqshy FarTERy:
AT TSR |

FY Il qeRita
qutedy ke Ramgy: o

geFAR Tt endw frgrt
TR, |

e, @ e fge
R g i)

Mr, Sarma excels also in his ethical apothegms.

AT A T (Pt |
whmdfi frew: oxaEleERE: |
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I wish Mr. Sarma a long career of poetic productive-
ness, because whatever be the depressions due to the
repressions of the drab and dismal realities of life
especially in modern India there is no joy like unto the
joys of artistic creation. One of the supreme aestheti-
cians of India-Mannata-says:

Fafimaatas Smdarrra=m |
FaCAeR R e # st

Rightly does Mr Sarma alsetell us:
WA A7 A G-
ARAAATARTT YA JAE: |
PAAHICT (eATIG-
AT % 4 qafd a0

Camp : Chidambaram, }

Date:  97—53—43. K. 5. Ramaswami Sastri.



%- ? swrmu,

Director-General,
B. L, Bociety.

MAMBALAM.

As Tam not sure whether at the present day a
critical analysis of thig nevy dratna and its characters
would interest the readers I disist from it. The author
i8 a very learned Sanskrit Scholar and depicts the charac-
ters very much splendidly in & lucid style. He inter-
weaves new details and modifies old ones. In every act
he shows his insight into the working of the human
mind. The portray of the inner feelings i. e. of T=zRan
and others is interesting. Public must be very much

thankful for this Sanskrit post. He deserves all encou-

ragement.

S. Putarjuna Sarma.



Sti. P. §. Viswanathan, 1cs,

HERT AT AR Faamy |
AR gFRATC AT )

wnfaca=yge & Jar afaar §7: |
TR 58 FAERE gy |

qigd RAIGA TSRS 0 |
Air qarsasd aggAl guaey ||

NGRS FAHISHRIETAT |
AANATGAIL AT AT I )

AEHEF TR IERETIL L LIl
WA Ay EEgRgRa

8 FUG 9% 350 § 99 F9 g0 afv |
Reag 70 2 A9 AT |

51?485?;'1?3, ‘ P. S. Viswanathan.



Sree R. M. Sundaram, ics,,
Collector, Salem,

Many thanks for your book “ Prema Vijayam™.
I wonder how in this time of strife and turmoil, you
found repose in verse making and that in Sanskrit.
Your love of the languagg and your mastery in i,
coupled with a desire to stimulate and cultivate its
acquisition by the public, should have been the main
cause for your endeavour & I wish you all success in this
yoble mission. There is no remedy to present day evils
except through a deep study of our ancient Sanskrit
scriptures and a preliminary to this will be to read your
Prema Vijayam, written in easy style and flowing phra-
ses and acquire a taste for the language and love
for one's own Country’s Historical past and personages.
Viewed in this light, your endeavour is a noble attempt
at resuscitating our ancient literature and religion and 1
only wish that the Educational Authorities may patronise
your work and spread it before the reading public in
Schools and Colleges. Even otherwise, the Sanskrit
world will welcome it and benefit by its broadcast.

SALEM
17-d- 45’;. } R. M. Sundaram.



Rao Behadur 5. K. YEGNANARAYANA IYER, M. A., MADRAS,
30—4—43.
As un humble student of Sanskrit I enjoyed very
much the reading of your play,  Prema Vijayam”. It
ave me immense pleasure to note that Sanskrit is no
a dead language as some people think; but times and is
being handled successfully as a vehicle of thought.

My hearty congratulationsto you on the success
you have achieved ip this difficult task of composing an
original Sanskrit Drama.

You had (of your own deliberate choice) to demise
a plot and find words and you have succeeded very well
in both, You have an enviable mastery over facile
expression and both your verses and prose (as for
example the mourning of Chandralekha on page 69)
flow on easily.

You seem to be saturated with Kalidasa and many
passages from the A= onwards in your book remind us
of the Master. To give only one example

W g g TR |

TRy qiieg A B |
irresistably reminds us of Bita’'s words (Raghuvamsa
XI1V—66)

A { TS |

T A g Fs: 0

Having said so much in praise I would be forgiven
if I make one comment not quite enlogistic. My



study of English literature has made me partial to the
view of drama’s function being, “to hold, as 't were the
mirror upto nature”, judged by this standard your
performance does not come up high. You have written
a learned Drama which would serve as a good illustra-
tion of what a drama ought to be according to the rulese
It is a good imitation of our classical dranias ; but it is
produced in an artificial atmosphere, It is not rooted
in the soil of South India and has nothing to do with
the variegated life of our country as it is being lived
today.

T echo your wish and hope
i AT g |
G, |
May God bless you with health and peace of mind

so that you may produce many more reginal works like
this to the delight of us all.

Yours Sincerely,
S. K. YEGNANARAYANA IYER.
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Select Opinions.

Prabuddha Bharata of May 1938.

Thyagaraja Charita—Besides the life-history of
the hero, the book contains also an exposition of the
oxcellence of Bhakti-yoga, the striking characteristics -
of a saintly life, and, above all a soulful praise of the
héro's hero—Sri Rama himself. We recommend this
excellent piece of Sanskrit poetical composition toall the
lovers of our classical language and believe that its
perusal will not fail to inspire them with the great ideal
of devotion which the author has sn successfully
depicted in his maiden venture.

Journal of the Music Academy
Madras (1936—37)

His talent for dramatic presentation of situations
in the story and his power of characterisation are
undeniable. The realism of the scenes, the appositeness
of the speeches, the distinct individuality of the charac-
ters, the profusion of the descriptive eloquence, the
spaciousness of the narrative scheme, all these remind us
of the grand epics of [ndia.

The Vaitarani of Julr 1938.

By & casual perasal of this booklet, the product of
author’s great pains the devotional ray flashas and keeps
on firing even through the dim dark atheistic mind.
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